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Dean Barrett 1960-2024 
 
Stuart Dean Barrett, of Haw River, born on August 3, 1960, in Greensboro, North Caro-
lina, passed away peacefully at his home on December 14, 2024, at the age of 64. A 
beloved husband, father, grandfather, and friend, Dean's life was marked by dedication 
to his family, community, and profession. 
 
Dean was a proud alumnus of Page High School and East Carolina University. His ca-
reer spanned over four decades, during which he made significant contributions to both 
the mobile home and moving and storage industries. Dean dedicated 17 years to the 
mobile home industry, serving with distinction at Oakwood Homes for 10 years, where 
he was inducted into the Hall of Fame, and at Clayton Homes for 7 years, earning the 
prestigious Circle of Excellence award. 
 
Transitioning to the moving and storage industry, Dean devoted 25 years of service, 
including 16 years with Mayflower Transit, where he was recognized as Salesperson of 
the Month for the Continental 48. He also worked with Steele & Vaughn for 4 years 
and was with City Transfer & Storage for 5 years until his passing. His exemplary work 
was honored with the Mover of the Year and the James P. Dorman Award from the NC 
Movers Association. 
 
Dean was deeply involved in his community, serving as Vice President of Community 
Development with the Camden County (GA) Jaycees and Vice Chair of the Board of 
Trustees with the Greensboro Elks. He was a committed leader within the NC Movers 
Association, having served as President and Board Member. His passion for fostering 
community spirit was evident as a Founding Member and Board Member of the Page/
Grimsley Rivalry Reunion Golf Tournament. 
 
Dean's legacy is cherished by his surviving family: his devoted mother, Nancy Bruce 
Bishop; his beloved wife, Belinda Barrett, whom he affectionately called the "Pride of 
my Life"; his sons, Jonathan and Nathan Barrett; and his eleven adored grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by his father, John Roscoe Barrett and his brother, Gregory 
Barrett. 
 
A memorial service will be held at 3:00pm on January 10, 2025, at St. Andrew’s Epis-
copal Church in Greensboro, NC. A reception will follow to celebrate the life of Dean. 
His memory will forever remain in the hearts of those who knew and loved him. 
 
In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Greens-
boro, NC. 
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NCMA Board of Directors 
F O U R T H   Q U A R T E R  

N
C

M
A

 B
o

ard
 o

f D
irecto

rs 

President—David Rushing, All American Relocation, Charlotte 

Vice-President—Kristie Allen, Two Men and A Truck, Fayetteville 

Secretary/Treasurer—Paula West, Covan World-Wide Moving, 

Fayetteville 

 

2025 Directors:   

Maegan Allison, Miracle Movers of the Triad, Greensboro, nC 

Thomas Kiser, Jr., Patterson Storage Warehouse, Fayetteville 

Les Wilson, Two Men and a Truck, Durham, NC 

 

2026 Directors:   

Lucky Anneheim, Make a Move, Charlotte. NC 

Momo Martinez, Acme Movers & Storage, Morehead city, NC 

Lisa Rivard, Gentle Giant Moving, Charlotte, NC 

Shannon Strickland, Just Move It, Wilmington, nC 

 

2027 Directors:   

Justin Barringer, Barringer Moving & Storage, Newton 

Cliff Crabtree, Crabtree Family Moving, Raleigh 

Nick Fincher, Stewart Moving & Storage, Fayetteville 

Josh Shipman, Coastal Carrier Moving, Wilmington 

 

Ex-Officio:  Mike Mather, Mather Brothers Moving, Garner, NC 
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We're thrilled to announce our partnership with LiveSwitch, giving moving company owners the fastest and easi-

est way to conduct virtual estimates and document activities before, during, and after every move. 

 With LiveSwitch Contact, you can: 

•   Request and record videos directly from your customers. 

•   Capture videos and photos on-site for seamless documentation. 

•   Embed video request forms on your website for added convenience. 

•   Enjoy compatibility with any device—no software or downloads required. 

Exclusive Offer: USA Home Listings customers get 10% off their LiveSwitch 

subscription using code 

  

USAHOMELISTINGS10 at checkout! Don't miss out on this game-changing solution. 
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 Wheaton | Bekins Partners with Yembo to Provide High-
er Customer Satisfaction for Customers Moving Nation-
wide 
  
Wheaton | Bekins, a leading U.S. moving company, has partnered with Yembo, the leader in AI-driven 

solutions for the relocation industry, to elevate customer satisfaction through AI-powered virtual survey 

and estimate technology. 
  
Benefits for Wheaton | Bekins Customers 
  
“With Yembo's technology, we’re providing our customers another tool for a smoother, more efficient 

moving experience,” said Mark Kirschner, CEO of Wheaton | Bekins. “Customer satisfaction is at the top 

of our priority list, and we’re excited to use the Yembo platform to create quick, accurate surveys to de-

light our customers." 
  
Families and individuals moving with Wheaton and Bekins agents will now have the option to conduct 

video surveys of what they need moved at their convenience, rather than having to make appointments 

during business hours to show their relocation consultant in-person what will need to fit on the moving 

truck. Yembo’s AI will immediately process the video survey to generate an accurate inventory list. 
  
How the Pre-Move Process Works 
  
Customers who want to DIY the survey can record a walkthrough of their home, while those looking for 

guidance can connect with an agent via live video chat. Then, with Yembo’s instant processing capabili-

ties, customers receive more timely accurate quotes, rather than having to wait days or weeks. 
  
Aside from getting a quick estimate to help make their decision about choosing a mover, customers also 

receive a detailed visual inventory list, allowing for more transparency and better coordination on mov-

ing day. 
  
Innovative Technology in the Moving Business 
  
“AI technology is reshaping customer experiences across industries, and moving is no exception,” said 

Sid Mohan, co-founder and CEO of Yembo. “Today’s customers are looking for a stress-free moving 

process, and through our collaboration, Wheaton | Bekins can offer its customers a streamlined pre-

move experience.” 
  
Wheaton | Bekins will continue to strengthen its service offerings through technology such as Yembo’s 

platform, offering customers the most stress-free moving experience. The adoption of such a platform 

underscores the van line’s commitment to embracing innovative technology to enhance the moving pro-

cess.  
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Rightsizing your priorities 
By Steve Gilliland 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the reality of post-Christmas responsibilities begins to set in, the aftermath of 
the holiday season can create stress that contrasts abruptly with the joyful expec-
tation that leads up to Christmas. 

  
While some of you are sitting enjoying a cup of coffee this morning, reflecting on 
the outcome of this year’s celebration, my wife (Diane) and I are heading to the 
Charlotte Douglas International Airport to drop off our youngest son, Alex. He flew 
in on Christmas Eve and is already returning to his Tampa home. 

  
So now what? As Diane and I navigate the next few days and prepare to welcome 
2025, something we have been discussing throughout the holidays is how we plan 
to rightsize our priorities not just to combat the post-holiday blues but to get ex-
cited about what the New Year will bring. Consider doing something similar. 

  
First and foremost, we will reflect on the positive things from this year and 
the most memorable moments. One will include July 27th, when our foundation 
(Gilliland Foundation) was honored and privileged to build another backyard play-
set for a child fighting cancer. Normal family activities are replaced with doctor’s 
appointments and treatments that leave children with weak immune systems, 
which often don’t allow them to interact in public. The backyard playset provides a 
safe, germ-free place to play and gives the child and family an escape from the re-
ality of fighting cancer and a way to create happy memories together. 

  
We will also discuss and create a list of meaningful resolutions that allow us 
to change and grow. Part of this process is reflecting on the lessons we learned 
this year in our personal and professional lives that will enable us to use that wis-
dom to navigate the future with optimism. These resolutions will promote growth, 
not induce stress. They will inspire us, not weigh us down. 
  
Most importantly, Diane and I will discuss the choices and changes we must make 
to create a life that aligns with our goals, priorities, and values. We will as-
sess our relationships with people, recreational activities, professional endeavors, 
and charitable intentions. It could mean choosing simplicity and convenience, and 
instead of being the starting quarterback, maybe it’s time to embrace a backup 
role. 

  

 

 

https://7dotbb44.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C3Lqn6DBvFVTOvcpQApEU8H-dYS-svl8gt4QwRJWo3gACbonT9pdJmoEhhg2hy_N8WatTgdZP8vApfBgxe247-dd-zjO1S73tRUACfhfwcE_CKO8IMOjfdtnx1KbdSHyJuKm6BQEB5vU6erPtGNpjV0gIyZslwax&c=uj-X1jbCP-WTD46XOlDC1ZjVasaNG3bYMxAI1Hm76AOiut5tNCbZgw==


P A G E  9  T A R  H E E L  V A N  

Only you know what is right for you and what will make your life more fulfilling. As you 
begin the New Year, it is a great time to consider how you will spend your time, energy, 
and financial resources in the future and whether they support your ambitions. Living 
in alignment with your values allows you to be the most authentic version of yourself in 
all aspects of your life. There are no right or wrong answers, but it’s essential to be 
honest about what matters most to you. 

  
So, as you navigate this post-Christmas time and bid farewell to another holiday sea-
son, remember that the journey toward a positive and fulfilling New Year begins 
with rightsizing your priorities. 

SAVE THE DATE 

OCTOBER 30—NOV 1 

NCMA CONVENTION 

LUMINA ON WRIGHTSVILLE 
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As we await the never ending saga of the GHC -Victory Packaging is here to 
help.  We have both the military approved lift vans(in stock) ready for delivery.  We al-
so have storage containers available for extra needs.  Contact Mike Bostwick at 
mbostwick@victorypackaging.com 

mailto:at-mbostwick@victorypackaging.com
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Congratulations to Sherry Witchey on her retirement.  Sherry was the 

Office Manager for All American Relocation in Charlotte for 22 incredi-

ble years .It is bittersweet to share that Sherry Witchey is retiring. Her 

hard work, kindness, and leadership have made a lasting impact on All 

American Relocation and everyone who had the pleasure of working 

with her. Sherry, we thank you for everything—you’ll be deeply missed! 
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JANUARY MRT SEMINAR 

January 23, 2025 

Western Wake Community College 

Contact the NCMA Office for registration 
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relosolutionsgroup.com
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T A R  H E E L  V A N  

Join us in Nashville for America's premier moving & storage industry event! En-
gage in member-driven sessions, hear from industry experts on priority issues, 
and explore the latest innovations. Immerse yourself in educational sessions that 
bring you the newest trends and best practices, and take advantage of this unique 
platform to shape the future of our industry. Connect with like-minded profession-
als, strengthen relationships, and grow your business within a supportive commu-
nity. Don't miss this opportunity to elevate your business and stay ahead in the dy-
namic world of moving and storage! 
Get ready to learn best practices and network with fellow moving & storage 
professionals. Are you not a member of the ATA Moving & Storage Conference? 
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Thanks to all our Associate Members!  

F O U R T H   Q U A R T E R  

http://www.beneperks.com/
http://www.milburnprinting.com/
http://www.dewittmove.com/
http://www.nationalvanlines.com/
http://www.victorypackaging.com/
http://www.aegis-online.com/
http://www.kytrailers.com/
http://www.wellsins.com/
http://www.movegistics.com/
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The 10 

Benefits 

of Eage-
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The mission of the North Carolina 

Movers Association is to provide 

guidance to our members 

concerning rates, tariffs, rules and 

regulations as prescribed by the NC 

Utilities Commission. Most 

importantly we provide support for 

our members and sponsors so they 

can supply quality service to the 

moving and consuming public. 

Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

Email: someone@example.com 

 

 

 

Primary Business Address 

Address Line 2 

Address Line 3 

2025 NCMA Calendar 

January 22—NCMA Board of Directors, Raleigh, NC 

January 23—MRT Training Seminar, Western Wake 

Community College, Cary, NC 

October 30-November 1—NCMA Convention 

    Lumina on Wrightsville  
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/North-Carolina-Movers-Association-Inc/109174036696


 

Streamlining the Move Process 

Selecting the right moving company is crucial to a smooth and successful relocation. After all, these 
professionals will be responsible for transporting all your belongings safely and efficiently. The best 
way to avoid unnecessary stress during your move is to choose a reputable moving company with 
experience and a solid track record. 

When looking for moving companies in North Carolina, consider factors such as their reputation, 
customer reviews, services offered, and years of experience. Whether you are moving locally, 
across the state, or out of state, choosing a company with expertise in long-distance and local 
moves ensures you are in good hands. 

Many moving companies in North Carolina offer a wide range of services, including packing, un-
packing, and furniture disassembly and reassembly. Some companies even specialize in How to 
Streamline Your Moving Process: Tips for Efficiency and Stress-Free Relocation 

Moving can be one of life’s most exciting yet overwhelming events. Whether you’re relocating for a 
new job, starting a family, or simply looking for a change of scenery, the process of moving can often 
feel like a huge task. One thing is clear: a little preparation goes a long way in ensuring the experi-
ence is as stress-free and efficient as possible. Whether you’re planning to move within North Caroli-
na, across state lines, or from California to North Carolina, the key to a smooth relocation is organiz-
ing each step and working with professionals who can handle the heavy lifting. 

In this blog post, we’ll share valuable tips to streamline your moving process, with a special focus on 
services like North Carolina car shipping and how to find the best moving companies in North 
Carolina. These tips will help reduce the stress of the move and allow you to enjoy the journey to 
your new home. 

1. Start Planning Early 

One of the most important things you can do to ensure your move is efficient is to start planning ear-
ly. Most people underestimate how much time and effort moving requires, so it's crucial to give your-
self enough time to organize everything without feeling rushed. 

Start by creating a moving checklist. Break down each task into manageable steps, including hiring 
movers, scheduling utility transfers, and packing. You should aim to start planning at least 6-8 weeks 
before your move date. This timeline will allow you to sort through your belongings, discard items 
you no longer need, and figure out logistics well in advance. Early planning will also give you the 
flexibility to compare moving companies in North Carolina, research your car shipping options, 
and get everything in order without unnecessary stress. 
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another thing to keep in mind is whether the company is licensed and insured. This is important for your 
peace of mind, knowing that your belongings are protected in case anything goes wrong. 

3. Don’t Forget About Car Shipping 

When moving long-distance, especially if you’re relocating from California to North Carolina or another dis-
tant location, shipping your car can be one of the most cost-effective and convenient options. Driving a car 
across the country takes time, and you may not want to deal with the wear and tear on your vehicle during a 
long journey. Instead, consider working with a professional North Carolina car shipping service to get your 
vehicle safely to your new home. 

Choosing the right North Carolina car shipping service can save you time and energy. A reliable car ship-
ping company will ensure your vehicle is transported securely and promptly, either by open or enclosed trail-
er, depending on your preferences and budget. 

When researching North Carolina car shipping rates, it’s important to get quotes from several companies 
and understand the factors that affect pricing. Car shipping rates are typically influenced by the type of car, 
the distance, the mode of transportation, and the shipping company’s reputation. For example, North Caroli-
na car shipping rates may vary depending on whether you're shipping a luxury vehicle or a standard car, or 
whether you want it shipped in an enclosed carrier for added protection. 

By using a car shipping service, you can focus on the other aspects of your move, such as packing and set-
tling into your new home, while the professionals take care of transporting your vehicle. Plus, many car ship-
ping companies offer tracking services, allowing you to monitor the progress of your vehicle along the way. 

4. Sort and Declutter Before Packing 

Packing everything you own can be an overwhelming task, especially if you have accumulated items over the 
years. To streamline your move, start by decluttering and sorting through your belongings. This not only 
helps reduce the number of things you need to pack but can also help you decide what to take with you and 
what to leave behind. 

Take the time to go through every room and decide whether an item is worth moving. Donate, sell, or recycle 
anything that you no longer need or use. The less you have to move, the easier and faster the process will 
be. If you need help, consider hiring packing services from moving companies in North Carolina, as they 
can assist with sorting and organizing items in an efficient manner. 

Packing is often a time-consuming process, so it’s helpful to plan your packing strategy ahead of time. Start 
with items you don’t use often, like seasonal decorations, books, or out-of-season clothing, and leave daily 
essentials until closer to moving day. Using labeled boxes and packi 
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https://www.a1autotransport.com/north-carolina-nc/
https://threemovers.com/north-carolina/


 

5. Consider Unpacking ServicesPage  

Unpacking can be just as stressful as packing, especially if you’re arriving at a new home after a long-distance 
move. However, many moving companies in North Carolina offer unpacking services to help you settle in 
more quickly. Having professionals handle the unpacking process allows you to focus on the essentials, like 
getting familiar with your new neighborhood or setting up your home. 

When considering unpacking services, ensure that the moving company understands your preferences for or-
ganizing your belongings. For example, if you have fragile items, they may need to be unpacked and handled 
with care. Also, many moving services will help set up furniture, hang pictures, and even assist with organizing 
rooms. 

Unpacking services can save you a lot of time and energy. Rather than being overwhelmed with a mountain of 
boxes, you can settle into your new home more quickly and comfortably. 

6. Use Technology to Stay Organized 

In today’s digital world, there are a number of apps and tools designed to help streamline the moving process. 
From tracking your moving timeline to helping you inventory your belongings, using technology can help keep 
everything on track. 

Apps like Sortly, MoveAdvisor, or TaskRabbit can help you stay organized, create moving checklists, and even 
find local moving services. You can also use Google Drive or other cloud-based platforms to store important 
documents related to your move, such as quotes from moving companies in North Carolina, car shipping 
contracts, and utility transfer details. 

7. Plan for Your Vehicle’s Arrival 

If you are using a North Carolina car shipping service, it’s important to plan for your car’s arrival at your new 
home. Make sure the shipping company knows the exact address, as well as any specific details about your 
new location, such as parking restrictions or gated access. 

Most car shipping companies offer flexible delivery windows, but it’s a good idea to coordinate with them to 
confirm the delivery time and location. Be present when your vehicle arrives to inspect it for any damage and 
to ensure everything is in order. 

Conclusion 

Relocating to a new home can be an exciting chapter in your life, but it can also be a stressful one. However, 
by starting early, working with reliable moving companies in North Carolina, and considering services like 
North Carolina car shipping, you can make the process much smoother. Remember to compare North Car-
olina car shipping rates and find a moving company that aligns with your needs. With the right planning and 
the right partners, your move can be as stress-free and efficient as possible, allowing you to focus on settling 
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VIDEO: SmartMoving Software & CRM: 2-Min Demo  

Check out our new overview video of SmartMoving and how it can help moving companies reach 20% net profits!

Link: https://smartmoving.wistia.com/medias/qmd6uthjc1  

BLOG: Virtual Estimates 2.0: How to Start or Scale Your Virtual Surveys  

Virtual estimates are no longer a Zoom-based workaround from the lockdown era. They’re a key com-
petitive differentiator for profitable moving businesses. And the best part? It’s easier than you think. 

Link:  https://hubs.la/Q02-zvjM0 

BLOG: 50 Keywords to Boost Your Moving Company’s SEO  

Keywords are the words and phrases potential customers use to find businesses, information, and re-
sources online. In this article, we’re sharing 50 moving company keywords to help you increase traffic 

Link:  https://hubs.la/Q02-zqY80 
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https://smartmoving.wistia.com/medias/qmd6uthjc1
https://hubs.la/Q02-zvjM0
https://hubs.la/Q02-zqY80

